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                One in three UK water workers verbally abused amid sewage fury, GMB finds
  

  
  
                04/03/2024 - 00:00
  

  
  
                Exclusive: public anger over river pollution affecting employee safety, union survey suggests
Water industry workers say they have been physically assaulted and feel unsafe working alone for fear of attack amid a public backlash over sewage dumping.
More than one in three UK water employees have been verbally abused at work, according to a survey of almost 1,300 staff conducted by the GMB union.
 Continue reading...
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                Butterfly study finds sharpest fall on record for small tortoiseshell in England
  

  
  
                04/03/2024 - 00:00
  

  
  
                Rate of decline in 2023 thought to be linked to climate breakdown as UK-wide survey shows mixed picture across 58 species
The small tortoiseshell butterfly has suffered its worst year on record in England, and has declined by 82% across the UK since 1976, according to the annual scientific count of butterfly populations.
The sharp decline in numbers of the once-common garden butterfly has puzzled scientists, but it is thought to be linked to climate breakdown. It had its worst year on record in England, its second worst in Wales and its joint-fifth worst in Scotland in 2023 but did well in Northern Ireland, logging its second-best year.
 Continue reading...
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                When will the BBNJ Agreement deliver results?
  

  
  
                04/02/2024 - 23:00
  

  
  
                npj Ocean Sustainability, Published online: 03 April 2024; doi:10.1038/s44183-024-00058-6
A new international agreement on the conservation and sustainable use of marine biodiversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction (BBNJ) was adopted and subsequently opened for signature in September 2023. Yet on average, recent multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) have taken over four years to move from signature to entry into force, while ocean-focused MEAs have taken nearly twice as long. Rapid ratification of the BBNJ Agreement is crucial for multiple reasons, not least to achieve the Kunming-Montreal Biodiversity Framework target for 30% of the marine environment to be protected by 2030. It is also vital to fulfill the Agreement’s stated ambition to contribute to a just and equitable future for humankind, considering today’s unprecedented expansion of commercial activities into the ocean.
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                ‘Average is awesome’: California pleased with result of critical snowpack survey
  

  
  
                04/02/2024 - 15:48
  

  
  
                After years of swinging extremes, state snowpack is at rare average of 110%, setting up good water savings account for year ahead
On Tuesday morning California officials trekked into the mountains to share some exciting and unusual news: the state’s snowpack measurement is just about average. Across the state, the snowpack came in at roughly 110% – a measurement that is exceedingly rare in a changing climate.
The fourth survey of the year, conducted at the beginning of April, is considered one of the most crucial. It serves as an indicator for how the state’s water supply will fare through the drier, warmer seasons ahead. The snowpack acts as a water savings account for the state, supplying roughly 30% of California’s water and slowly refilling reservoirs, pumping rivers and streams and wetting soils during the dry, warm seasons as it melts. April typically marks the shift out of the precipitation season, which is why this snowpack measurement carries so much weight.
 Continue reading...
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                Older trees help to protect an endangered species
  

  
  
                04/02/2024 - 13:02
  

  
  
                The oldest trees in the forest help to prevent the disappearance of endangered species in the natural environment, according to a new study. This is the case of the wolf lichen -- threatened throughout Europe --, which now finds refuge in the oldest trees in the high mountains of the Pyrenees. This study reveals for the first time the decisive role of the oldest trees in the conservation of other living beings thanks to their characteristic and unique physiology.
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                ‘Wonderful experience’: Researcher’s close encounter with Svalbard polar bears
  

  
  
                04/02/2024 - 11:34
  

  
  
                Meteorologist says bears were not aggressive but they fired signal gun to scare them away
Katarzyna Kudłacz was preparing a breakfast of scrambled eggs at a research station on Svalbard when she looked up to see she had three unexpected guests.
Shocked and in awe, the meteorologist immediately alerted her colleagues to the female polar bear and her two cubs peering into the Polish research station in Hornsund, in the south of the Norwegian archipelago, their noses pressed up against the window.
 Continue reading...
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                Welsh 'car grave' cave said to be at risk after social media boom – video report
  

  
  
                04/02/2024 - 10:57
  

  
  
                An old flooded slate mine used as a dumping ground for cars in north Wales is in danger of being destroyed by visitors trashing the site, it has been claimed. The eeriness of the flooded cave attracts Instagram photo seekers. The cave, part of the Gaewern slate mine, became a dumping ground for old cars, TVs, microwaves and other rubbish after its closure in the 1970s. It was rediscovered by urban explorers who posted stunning photographs of the scrap illuminated by shafts of sunlight, leading to others braving a perilous 20-metre (65ft) descent and using inflatable dinghies to cross the lake to reach the scrap. Volunteers are now working to remove trash and graffiti



Instagrammers under fire over litter at Welsh ‘Cavern of Lost Souls’ mine site
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                Australia’s soil to become net carbon emitter and threat to climate goals, report says
  

  
  
                04/02/2024 - 09:00
  

  
  
                Modelling points to ‘huge’ soil emissions in interior rangelands, which are more sensitive to a warming climate

Sign up for the Rural Network email newsletter
Join the Rural Network group on Facebook to be part of the community

Intensifying extreme heat and drought due to the climate crisis will make Australia’s soil a net emitter of carbon dioxide, impeding the country from reaching its climate goals, new analysis has found.
Soil carbon sequestration has been identified as a way to help Australia meet its greenhouse gas emission reduction targets of 43% by 2030 and net zero by 2050.
Sign up to receive Guardian Australia’s fortnightly Rural Network email newsletter
Sign up for the Rural Network email newsletter
Join the Rural Network group on Facebook to be part of the community
 Continue reading...
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                US aiming to ‘crack the code’ on deploying geothermal energy at scale
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                Recent $74m investment made alongside assessment that 10% of electricity could be generated by geothermal by 2050
A limitless supply of heat exists beneath our feet within the Earth’s crust, but harnessing it at scale has proved challenging. Now, a combination of new techniques, government support and the pressing need to secure continuous clean power in an era of climate crisis means that geothermal energy is finally having its moment in the US.
Until recently, geothermal has only been viable where the Earth’s inner heat simmers near the surface, such as at hot springs or geysers where hot water or steam can be easily drawn to drive turbines and generate electricity.
 Continue reading...
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                Campaigners fear plan to fight River Wye pollution has been shelved
  

  
  
                04/02/2024 - 06:31
  

  
  
                Letters revealed under FoI laws show council asked environment secretary to investigate plan
The government has been accused of quietly shelving a delayed plan to restore the polluted River Wye after letters from the government show it is incomplete with no publication date in sight.
Letters revealed to the Guardian under freedom of information (FoI) laws show the then environment secretary, Thérèse Coffey, told stakeholders in August that the government was “close to finalising” the plan to save the Wye and measures would be published within three months.
 Continue reading...
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